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TIle Ail L~-:;;:' d r·ucbj,.'l1ncil, ;'::;,.'::sc;nting luneteen (19) sovereign
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Gregory E. Pvlc
Chi" •

~ike Ball~y
,\ul'l,,)nr (;l'ii~r

lvIay 26, 2000

lvfr. \Villian, E KeIL.",ard. C,
Federa: COnl111lUllcations c'~" ~5:)i'

445 12:;' Street, 5.\V.
\Vasbjngton, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for D;,;~i.:'l:a.":o:l as z>n[ltgible Telecom~unications Carrier and for
Related 'iNai',:,c. "J Provick C;liversal Ser;ice to the Crow Reservation, Montana
CC Docket 1<: <:\). Df, 9~,,1 347

Dear Chainnall Kermard:

The Choctaw ),Tation supports ';, erO\'. Trib::: in its soyc;rcign request to have the Federal
Communications Commissioi' . -CC") gr"ni Eligible Tdecommunications Carrier ("ETC")
status to Westem Wireless Cc". ,a",jlJ:l COl ~" "ice on the Crow reservation.

As domestic sovereign natio,.~.. ' " C[')',,' T i and Cho~tav; Natioil, like all tribes in America,
have the inherent 50verei;;'11 :i:; , cO j'egELl,C: .', 'airs ill OUl' jurisdiction. This means that any
action by the FCC that woul( ,; ';cc [he s,,',c; to the pp;c,:ss \vQuld be unacceptable.

I also feel comfo;table Sharif',;
th~ Inter~Tribal COlU1~il oftL: "
Chicka.sav:, Ml:sCQge~ Cree}:';
other leaders of these tribes ;0:':,'
sovereignty,

's 51.1:):;0: it ,] {' ;~le Cro'>v T:-iDal sovereignty as the Chairman of
c Cj",iT Tribes. These tribes··-Clloctaw, Cherokee,
S2n,1~11:)J~-cc'lresentQ',er 400,000 Indian people. Each of the

:;'l'z:;:ds ~;a1nst encToac1mlent:; that may erode our tribal

For over two years no\".., the he.s focnsed on the extraordinary need for telecommunications
service on :\rnerican Indian re.~c-C'.tiOl1S..'\11 ;·;sidcnts ofIl1dian reservations and communities
must have Ciccess to high-qu?c1ic: !~(lsic 'i.ild ~.r;hl.I1ced telecommunications services.

The time is nO'N for immediat: ";CC action OTi several matters, including the designation of
competitive carriers, like \Ve3;.':" \virdcss, ~: 'lI1 ETC 2.nd making federal universal service
funding available to competi:i"':~,ne:I's ~':'~";;'g the Fiy.c Civilized Tribes as weJI as the Crows.

The Inter-Tribal Council of
the FCC approve ETC statu: ,
conceme.d that the failure te

'rib~s sW);)Oii the em'.'! Tribe's request to have
ess seev!,':;;:; on the Crow reservation. We are
iU {o::-e,; ere"." Tl"ib.;, and all Montana tribes,
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Mr. William E. Kelmard
Page 2
May 26, 2000

would be an uIlwelcome prel"I', Ie il2.tiOC\'jc> We remind the Corl1rnission that we are
domestic sovereign nations "','i'cold pr:';cF1C: our right to regulate our OW11 activities on OUT

Nations, Failure to do this i~ " "cron( if) ;Tibzl1 sQyc:.reignty. Ii is the Commission's federal
trust responsibility to imur,: ','i' 50\Y is upk:1d,

Western Wireless sta.ncs r8[,", 'Jui)"l l !'I.", '"':':SS<>,r:: Ul :~'?:;cmCll1J'" 10 provide basic and
advanced telecommuaicatic':'ic23 0;: l,b c:servation; and thelL 'd1t~ residents of the Crow
reservation desperately want ~~k ,:nicc: ore> : by \Ves.em \Vireless, This is a true definition of
tribal sovereignty The CJOW j)' 'llie accept r'~';ponsibility for Lheir OW11 future.

nus is critically important to m' ~,nd to all O~hC'T tribes sunilarly situated. Thank you in advance
for your support,

2i1~f
Chaeta'''' Nation of Oklahom:1

GEP/gg

cc: Chairlady Nomee
\Vestern \Vireless Co,~>: (ion
CommissIoner Trista;:;
Conunissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furrhgoll·' .OLD
Senator McCain
Senator Burns
Senator Campbell
Senator Inouye
Senator Baccus
Senator Inhofe
FCC Conunon Carrie: Be<l1..l
Charles W. Blackwell
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P.O. Box 210
Trenton, North Dakota 58853

Telephone: (701) 572-8316
Fax: (701) 572-0124

Mr \\'illiam E Kennard
Chaimlan
Federal Corrunurucations CO~lr ,Ion
445 12th Street S.W
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kelmard;

'y 24, :WOO

_..;; Petition for Designation as an Eligible
"j-lecommunic2.tions Carrier and for Related
'-~iver5 for ':h:; ero-,,.: Reservation, Montana, CC
~~'jckel ;--To. %-'i5, DA 99-1847

Please consider this letter as SI)) from th: . dton IndiJil Servit;<;: Area for the sovereign request
of the Crow Tribe to have th,~ T:',dP.ial Com,}]"'ications Commlssion grant the petition of Western
Wireless Ior Eligible Telecorn.rdi ','\cations C>; ,;:r status on tbf~ Crow reservation.

The Trenton Indian Service Ase.'l, a tribal org,w.ixation, has always supported those Tribes that have
exercised their sovereign St2.tUS in situation::; 3uch as tl'js It has always been the feeling of the
organization that Federal agencic,,:, such as tb; "";deral Communications Conunission, also needs to
acknowledge and recognize til:; unique sO\'lreign status of our Tribes. Granting Eligible
Telecommunications Conunission;tatus to \V c:c;! '?m Wireless for the Crow Tribe would be a step in
recognizing the govemmet1Ho-3().~mment r,'>,,: )nship tnrrt currently exists between Tribes and the
Federal government.

For over two years the Federal CormnunicaticT1S C:onmussion has focused on the extraordinary need
oftelecommunicatiol1s service on i"merieiln l",~kn reservations. All residents ofIndian reservations
must have access to high-quality b:':sic and ad·'.:'.'l':ed telecommunications services. It is very sad and
unfortunate that many r:2:31(; :;s of C1." -serv<1.tion::; do not even have access to basic
telecommunications se.rvices

On behalfoflhe Trenton Indi~:; "\\,ice 1\r", : . :ase comic':"]" taking action on the following items:

Designate competitive C:l,<2rs, SL\Cl~ ~ .... ';stern WiT<;less, as all Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier for the purpose or serving the '..:I·OW Res~rvation
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Mr. WiHinm E. Kennard
ETC Designation
Page 2

Malee federal funding av~~:lablc to th::-c ,::amers t1nt can offer or provide universal services
to other reservations ('.~; ,-·.;Il as the '>,')'>'1 reservation

The Trenton Indian Service' '-I~a \VOU);;;1:e to request immediate action by the Federal
Communications Conunission c' the petitio;, (fWestem l}lireless. It is the understanding oithe
organization that the petition Vi::;; submirt'.;(1. Oj1 August 4, 1999 with the idea of providing services
to Crow reservation lands within [he conte;'L 0; the universal service subsidy program.

Mr. Kenilard, since Western V!i:-·::les5 has th:~ tiiil support of the Crow Nation and is ready to build
the necessary infrastmcture 10 p:-ovid~ b~sic J..:ld advanced teleconununications on the reservation,
I teel it is important that a deci..iic: be mnde p.) .ynn as possible. The f0servations across the country
are the last frontier when it cem -. - to the :' cl'~emcnt ofi8chnology. I sincerely hope the Federal
Communications Commission --.~1J not F-: ":) the opportunity to provide affordable wireless
telephone services to our tl-: membE,;' C' the rcscrY&tions. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

-:ncerely,

,/7-~NTOI'r nmlANS-3;RVICE AREA
,~ C

UJV\Gl}J L.vW\O
-~Yer-ette Erma

Copy: Crow Tribe ofMontan:l
Winnebago Tribe ofN:hlska
File
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U~ITED ,=', OlTTH 'C">-- EASTER:\; TRIBES, Ii\C.
711 StC\\;li'I'~ F'-:ITy Ptl,t': o. uitc 100 0 I'<ashville. T0J 37214

Tek[lhl'i~':: (61:') 0~='-"'90()' F:1.\: (hI5) z<72- 7 417

l'o1ay 25, 20JO

l;lr \lv'il!iam E Kennard. Chai~rT'a:'

Federal Communi~ations CCr''Fli:3:::::n
445 '2" St. S'{~

Washngton DC. 20554

Re. Petition for Designar!cn as 311 E/igibie T.sle~ommunicaiic(js Carrier and for Related Waivers to
Provide Untversal Service ~J the Cr-:;/vC:2servatio::, A;[ontana. CC Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Ch8.irman Kennard

U:'lted SeLth and E2ster:~ -ribes. ~I,~ IS=='lceITed vV!:'l al~Y federal 3~el(;Y action that would
dimlilsh tribal sovereignty Fer 'hs reas:::n. Unlte-J South and Eastem Tribes 11e., representing twenty
three federaliy recognized Tri:;es ':, lh apprCXinl3l8 '160000 members. suppon the Crow Tribe in its
request to have the Federal CY:Tullicatlolis :':::x':ii-lisser, (";::C) grant Eli;ibie Telecommunicatlons
CHier ('ETC) status to 'vVes·e"'l .... ::'e1ess Ceroc,:~ on for the Crow Reservation. Your decision in this
matter ·",,/1 imJaci ali of Indian CJ:J.·t·j in the Ur.it:d States

To do anything lesslJculj ::reale a SLl3:i:'I, where sta:e governments would be regulating
te!ecornmuricaticlils services and s.. Jsldies or reser/alions. ThiS is unacceptabie

Please act qUick'y to :he COlTnlISS[C;,'S feue"a: trust responsbili:y and grant ETC status to
Wes:ern VVireless Corporation fer ;1:8 Cerm Res8":3tion

Sincerely

1~';j/1/A- ~~/ \'PfJ" ~ j/
Keller George President

cc Chairlady r~omee/Cro\\' Tr ~Je

Western Wlre.ess Ccr~crct;on

Senator Burns
Senator Campbell
Senator ~1"1cCa[n

Senator Inouye
CommiSSioner Tris:a'"
Commissioner Ness
CommiSSioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgctt·P.O(:l
FCC Cemmon Cane" Bureau

"Because the;':? is strength ill Cnity"



CONFEDERATED TRIBES
0/ tlte

GOSHUTE RESERVATION
P.O. BOX 6104

IBAPAH, UTAH 84034
PHONE: (435) 234-1138

FAX: (435) 234-1162

May 24, 2000

William Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445, lih St., S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Petition for Designations as an Eligible Teleconummications Carrier status for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, MT, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairn1an Kennard:

The Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation supports the sovereign request of
the Crow Nation to have the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) grant Eligible
Telecommunications CaITier (ETC) status to Western Wireless Corporation for the Crow Nation.
Our tribal government, like the Crow Tribe, is a domestic sovereign nation and we expect the
FCC to affirm our mutual tribal sovereignty in all of its actions beginning with this one.

For over two (2) years now, the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for improved
telecommunications service on American Indian reservations. All residents of all AmeriCaI1
Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced telecommunications
service. We have great hope that your efforts for the Crow people will translate into equal
prosperity for our people as well. Our situation is very similar to that of the Crow Tribe, with a
defined land area and a defined population where wireless services seems particularly good,
adaptable and affordable if we have designated ETC carriers.

We request immediate FCC action on designating Western Wireless ETC status for the
Crow Reservation thereby making federal universal service funding available to competitive
carriers we wish to have serve our reservations. We have the authority and the ability to regulate
these activities. The states have no authority or responsibility for service or subsidies on federal
IndiaI1 trust land.



We remind the Commission that we are a domestic sovereign nation and we hold
precious our right to regulate our own activities on our reservation. It it's the Commission's
federal trust responsibility to insure that our sovereignty is upheld.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition of
Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless seeds
ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of the universal
service subsidy program. We know that Western Wireless has the full support of the Crow
Nation; that Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary infrastructure to provide basic
and advanced wireless telecommunications services on the reservation; and the residents of the
Crow reservation want the service being offered by Western Wireless. As we view it, this is a
true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation but
also to all domestic sovereign tribes in this country. The opportunity to have competitive,
affordable wireless telephone service on our reservations should not pass us by if we request it
and we do.

As a matter of protecting tribal sovereignty, this is critically important to us and to all
other federally recognized domestic sovereign tribes. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~%;~m:nan
Goshute Business Council

Cc: Chairlady Nomee
FCC Common Carrier Bureau
Senator Baccus
Charles W. Blackwell, Esq.
Western Wireless Corporation
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth
Senator Bennett
Senator Hatch
Senator Bryan
Senator Reid
Senator Burns

Senator McCain
Senator Inouye
Senator Campbell
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William E, Kennard, Ch.all1Tn:'
Federal Communication.s Cor,u' '~sion
445 12t.~ Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Petition for DesigJ1Iltic: ".,i an £1\3::+ 'lelecom"j'\tllcations Cill"i'ier and
for Related Waivers :() ~0yide ;;i', "8J Servic"i.o the (roy! Res..-orvation.
Montana, CC Dod~E~, ~ ". ;16_,I-:~, ~':' 99· U347

D~ar Chairman Kennard:

The Omaha Tribe ofNebrask:' :', ';JpO"C,s \11: ;>~vert;i3111':;qui;st ofLl12 Crow Tribe to have the FCC
grant the Western Wireless p~t;~con for ETC status on ~b8 Crow reservation. The Omaha Tribe~

li.~e the Crow Tribe, is a dOffi':; ~ :,:: sovcl'ci;::r,T.l l':1tion and W:;l ~xpe-et the FCC to affirm our tribal
sovereignty, by granting Eligic': leiecoi:',j'c',-:cationn CD\'l'kl' ("ETC") status to Western Wireless
for the Crow Tribe because Vic ;l1ticipat~ ;-'. 3i;illlJX pztition for us,

For over two years now, the F :\;:ml Commui;ications Commission has focused on the
extraordinary need of telecC",J;·~'J.!iwtioiG::::;':ice 011 /\s,le.-ican Indian reservations. All residents
ofIndian reservations mus\ !l<:>,'" ;1cceS;i 20 \;.-; ~l-qUt\lity basic and advanced telecommunications
seniccs. We have great hOI>'~ ',~ you.;' ,;; in this ro:smd vvill trap..slate into the Omaha
reservution having equal a.c(':~)lh~ ('C ·municet;,'.)i13 servic;;:::; necessary to bring about solid
economic and social .....ro~erit,~)r our fY;ODl'!-' ··r... l ~

The time is now for immed.i:~.l: "'CC u.\:~;:.;:, f" seycrol ,,);',(1t;;'3, it,sluding the designation of
competition carriers, like \\ic:::" :1 \\'112 1',:':',; an Eligi;]J.:: TdecormnUilications Carner (ETC) and
making federal universal $'':-; \',\,i.dLV' ",~;"ble to C-;?;;~tJ.ti\'e r:'''f'l~rs serving our reservation
as well as the Crow.

We specifically request positi\,;'nd exp,-:; r1 iri r ;;lS 8r:tio...., 1'))" the FCC on the petition of Western
Wireless~ submitted to the FCC on AU3l13~ /', 1999, in ""~1icb Western Wireless seeks ETC status
to provide service to Crow tii;.;;:>! reservuiior;:, lands \vithJ.n the contcxl of the universal service
subsidy program, It is our ut1ci':"stnnd~'1S el)" Western \'lireless has the full support of the Crow
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Nation: Westem Wireless stCJlr'= ceady to bl1;1,~ the n:;Ci;;3S.'l\)' infr['~ttl.lcture to provide basic and
advanced telecommlll1ication:. :: -'rices 0.1 t;l~'eservEtiVl:G; and th:;; residents of the Crow
reservation despemtely want -~:~rvicc o::~~; d by Wr,-::;(:::m Wirel~:;s. This is a true definition of
tribal. sovereignty.

The W~stem \Y~lreless offerul1; 1. SXi,",~17}(;:ly i,c)or"t,mt to not only to trw Crow Nation and the
On1aha Tribe but to a111ndian C'(llmtry in g~n<,;;·a1. The opportunity for competitive, affordable
wireless telephone service on , :::T'8.tions sJ':.')'.ud not FJSS us by'.

This is critically important to u:" ild to BJi oen' tribes simiJRrly sitlJ<1ted.

Junen C. Slwridifu, Vice·Cr",'1~"Fm, Tribd Ccnncil
OI11.Bh.>l Tribe of Nebraska

ACS:els

xc: Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless CCI:-n,,,tion
Charles W. Blac101/CU
Commissioner Tnsumi
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furth3(),.~·Roth

File



TURTI.E MOUNTAIN
BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS

P.O. BOX 900
BELCOURT, NORTH DAKOTA 58316

(701) 477-0470
FAX: (701) 477-6836

May 24, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 lilt Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

. Re: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana,
CC Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847.

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa from North Dakota supports the
sovereign request of the Crow Tribe to have the Federal Communication Commission
("FCC") grant Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") status to Western Wireless
Corporation for the Crow reservation. The Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, like the
Crow Tribe, is a domestic sovereign nation and we expect the FCC to affirm our mutual
tribal sovereignty in all of its actions.

For over two yeas now, the Federal Communications Commission has focused on
the extraordinary need of telecommunications service on American Indian reservations.
All residents of Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We have great hope that your efforts in this regard will
translate into reservations having equal access to the telecommunications services
necessary to bring about economic and social prosperity.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the
designation of competitive carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and making federal universal service funding
available to competitive carriers serving our reservation as well as the Crow.

Where as referenced in our April 5, 2000 letter (attached) to North Dakota Public
Service Commissioner Bruce Hagen, we understand that Western Wireless has been
granted ETC status in areas of North Dakota served by US West Communications. This
is a step in the right direction, however, we feel full ETC designation must be determined
at the federal level, thus enabling a competitive telecommunications environment.
Including the tribes in a competitive telecommunication environment not only benefits
the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa but all of Indian country. Accordingly, we are in
full support of Western Wireless' petition.

As you well know, however, some reservations, such as ours, have been the last
frontier in the deployment of telecommunications and information services. This has



severely handicapped our people's economic and social development. The time is now
for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation of competitive
carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommuications Carrier (ETC) and
making federal universal service funding available to competitive carriers serving our
reservation.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western
Wireless seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within the
context of the universal service subsidy program. Western Wireless has the full support
of the Crow Nation; Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary infrastructure
to provide basic and advanced telecommunications services on the reservation; and the
residents of the Crow reservation desperately want the service oftered by Western
Wireless. The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow
Nation but to Indian country in generaL The opportunity for competitive, affordable
wireless telephone service on reservation should not pass us by.

This is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your support.

"-

Ri d1'. LaFromboise
Triba hairman

CC: Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Commission Tristani
Commission Ness
Commission Powell
Commission Furthgott-Roth
Senator Dorgan
Senator Conrad
Senator Burns
Senator Campbell
Senator Inouye
Senator Baccus
Senator McCain
FCC Common Carrier Bureau
Charles W. Blackwell
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TURTLE MOUNTAIN
AND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS

P.O. BOX 900
BELCOURT. NORTH DAKOTA 58316

(701) 477-0470
FAX: (701) 477-6836

Commissioner Broce Hagen
North Dakota Public Service Conunission
State 'Capitol Building, 12th Floor
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Dear Commissioner Hagen:

Access to basic and advanced telecommunications services is critical for companies.
associations, communities, tribal reservations. and other entities within the state ofNorth Dakota.
The telecommunications industry has experienced significant growth over the last few years,
bringing new and innovative services to many consumers. We are concerned; however. that
North Dakota is being left behind in the telecommunications revolution that is taking place now,
especially in rural North Dakota.

The Turtle MOWltain Chippewa Tribe. as consumers oftelecommunications services for our
homes and our tribal businesses, do not have access to many ofthe new and innovative services
that are available in other areas ofthe country. We strongly believe that competition holds the
key to the introduction of the new and innovative telecommunications such as wireless telephone
in North Dakota. We have seen how competition results in numerous benefits to consumers.
This state, on behalfof all its citizens, should encourage telecoIIUDumcations providers to enter
our marketplace and make available to consumers a competitive choice for their
telecommunications needs.

We understand that Western Wireless Corporation, doing business in North Dakota as Cellular
One and an existing provider ofcellular service through out most of the state, is seeking to
expand its service offerings to include competitive local telecoIIUDunications services. We also
understand that Western Wireless is seeking to provide these competitive services in some of the
most rural parts ofthe state including the Turtle Mountain Chippewa Reservation.

It is my understanding the Commission will note on an application byWestem Wireless to
become an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) in areas presently served by roral
telephone companies tomorrow. The Commission has already granted ETC status to Western
Wireless in areas served by U S West Communications. This Western Wireless r initiative to
enter rural areas of the rate when no other competitive carrier has expressed an interest in doing



federal trust responsibility to insure that our sovereignty is upheld.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide services to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of
the universal service subsidy program. We know that Western Wireless has the full
support of the Crow Nation; that Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary
infrastructure to provide basic and advanced wireless telecommunications services on the
reservations; and that the residents ofthe Crow reservation want the service being offered
by Western Wireless. As we view it, this is a true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation
but also to all domestic sovereign tribes in this country. The opportunity to have
competitive, affordable wireless telephone service on our reservations should not pass us
by if we want it and we do.

As a matter of protecting tribal sovereignty, this is critically important to us and to
all other federally recognized domestic sovereign tribes. Thank You.

Sincerely,

-1~/~~__
Monty George/for Glenn Wasson
Coundl Member/ Chairman
Lovelock Paiute Tribe



so should be commended. We strongly believe that competitive services should be available to
all consumers, not just those who reside in urban areas or in areas served by U S West
Communications. After all, we have seen that competition spurs economic development and
results in the availability ofbasic and advanced telecommunications for all consumers.
We believe that, through pro-competitive policies, North Dakota can become a model for
telecommunications prosperity. We continue to push for strong solid economic development in
rural areas ofNorth Dakota including our reservation. Our state on behalfofall the people it
serves including the citizens of the Turtle Mountain Band ofChippewa Indians must not put up
barriers to keep new teclmology from competing fairly with existing telephone companies. We
should not send a message to the nation's business community which discourages investment in
North Dakota based on concerns ofexisting telephone companies. The first step in this direction
Wireless, to enter rural markets as a competitive ETC.

I hope you share our desire to establish a competitive environment for telecommunications
services for all North Dakotans which we believe will lead to the availability ofnew services,
lower prices, increased quality ofservice, and greater economic prosperity.

Respectfully,

~,
RichMd J. LaFromboise
Tribal Chairman

TOTAL P.03
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May 25,2000

William E. Kennard, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Wasington, DC 20554

PO. Box 288
Niobrara, NE 68760

402 857-339 J
FAX: 402 857-3736

Re: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Sel,,'ice to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847.

Dear Chainnan KelU1ard.

The Ponca Tribe of Nebras!~J. supportS 8i'; soverelgl1 request of the Crow Tribe to have
the FCC grant the \Vestem \Vireless p;;,ition [or ETC status on the Crow Reservation.
For over tv,.:o years the Federal Communications Commission has focused on the
extraordinary' need of telecomm'.1nic2tiom sen'ice on American Indian resen·ations. All
residents of Indian resen;~lior..:; must £1.1\:e access to high-quality basic and advanced
teleconununications services. We ho~e that your efforts in this regard will translate into
reservations having equ:1l :12cess to tile ;decorrummications services necessary to bring
about solld economic and sccial prospelit> for IndiQ.:1 people.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation
of competi:ion carriers, like \Vestem 'I}lireless, as an Eligible:: Telecommunications
Carrier (ETC) and making federal ltnivdsal s~rvice funding available to competitive
carriers serving other re3'C:i~,~\tions as well as the Crow.

We request positive a:l,j ;::~)JeditioilS , .... ;ion by ill': FCC on the petltlon of Western
Wireless, submitted to ily ---:CC 0;1 .-\1-'':'lst 4, 1999. in which Western Wireless seeks
ETC status to provide 5;,' l,'e to ero" ['bal rese,".C',tion lands \\ilhin the context of the
universal service subsicy p:·Jgrarn. It!~ O.U' understanding that \Vestem 'Wireless has the
full support of the Cro\' >-~:!:ion; 'I,\'e~t~r:, \1,/ireles5 sra.nds re3dy to build the necessary
infrastn:ctu:e to pro\':dc '.' ,:S[C c\nd ;".'~;:anced t~lecomm'.l:lications services on the



reservation; and the reS!dt~Ilis of th~ Crow reservation desperately want the servIce
offered by \\'estem Wireless. ThlS is a true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The \Vestem Vltreless offen:lg is extrem<3!Y impoI1ant to not only the Crow Nation, and
the Ponca Tribe. but to all Indian country in general. The opportunity for competitive.
affordable wireless telephone service on reservations should not pass uS by. Thank you
in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

/I ~ r: I?fJh--!
c:Y+/LV0~J vi

Fred LeRoy, Chainnan
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
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WINNEBAGO TRI.Er~ of [\I_',3'RfiS.Xl-l
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William E. Kennard, Chainn::'!l
Federal conunurucations COil'Jn.ission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for De2;":'Dation 0.5 ,.\, 'Sligible Telecommunications Carrier and
For Related WaivG~;,o Pio"id :);iversal S~rvice to the Crow Reservation,
Montana, CC Doc;c·: I,o 96-':~, .cA 99-}[;4~;

D~ Chairman Kennard'

The W1nnebago Tr::J''; ;)fNebr-:;:;\~: supports t:1e 50ver-:;ig11 request of the Crow
Tribe to have the FCC !l.rc,~;:,~1e \Ve~:=:':1 .: Tireless Deitlon for ETC status on the Crow

~ ,
reservation. The Winn~;)?::; :;1:)';, FL" ;'. : era','.' :,';::-';, is 2'. dQ'O.2StiC sovereign nation
and we expect the Fcr t- c :-':-m nu" ;:'-; sO'''f,;'''''i'7:''~~'; l~y q[:"'<;-P Elio-ible,../ ._. _.J.l. ...... 1 . .I '. ..,J. 'lII-i.-.,....;~.. ~ \.J ...:;> ~\..iL~ll t:> l;Y'

Telecommunications Cm,> "'ETC") ::l~_' 3 to Vle;;::;m Wireles3 for the Crow Tribe
because we anticipate a ::i-,";-" peHic-~ Cr ', us.

For over two ye2.;:. ' . ."N, til:J ;:;-:::<.'ci""] Comrr,J;';Cl1.tioili Cm:nrnission has focused
on the extraordinary neC(:l: ,.~!'~corF"':iii';ations ~:~n"ice on Ammcan Indian
res.ervatioDs. All resident:: ,:' Indian F~' ::-'/1tions ml.T3\ have al-;C?;Sfl to high-quality based
and advanced telecommurd·;:tiolW sc:r':';C:: We hav~ sreat hop:~ that your efforts in this
regard will translate into th·) \ViJU1ebasc ;-ryServatioii having equal access to the
tel~ommun.ications serVi(~':5 '1ecessai'! to bring abo1f~ solid economic and social
prosperity for our people

The time is nOVi ~Y' "m~di,,->: ~.--= --:: action C'. ::everal nHttl:~s, including the
designation of rompetiti",,'·~ l,"i·;"'5, 1;::.' -- i'cst€!ll V·fi t ~;ess, as 2i'- Eligible
Tel~comrnunications emIle' 'ETC"; :,;,·:i """]Un£:( f+;(l~i·~l1..m.ive;ss.1 service funding

'/ "-
available to competitive ,>':. ::.: :::TI>: r;" r r~:::,;rv; "; -:-r: ElS \';-;;] ;:s the Crow.



We spedfical1y requ-::< positive ;md expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wir~less, sub?j2i~t~d to the :~'-:' c: on August ~\ 1999, in "\-'.'hich Western
Wireless seeks ETC status t J lxovide 5-:f',':::e to Cro\',; tribal reselvation lands within the
context of the universal s;;,':ce subsicl:: vcgram It is our understanding that Western
Wireless has the full suppor-:lfthe (ro": ~'Tation; 'l,Vestern \Vireless stands ready to build
the necessary infrastructure: 1:'1 provide lH:i,~ and advanced telecommunications services
on the reservation; and the ,c;;idents of ch:: Crow resen'ation desperately want the service
offered by Western Wireles:; This is a true: definition of tribal sovereignty,

The Western \'Virelcss offering is e:-:tremely important to not only the Crow
Nation and the Winnebago Tribe but to all Indian country in general. The opportunity for
competitive, affordable wirci ,,;ss telephon8 3ervice on reservations should not pass us by,

This is critically i':J.~r':(l!1: to t'- ,...~! to ,,11 c~h<;r tribes similarly situated, Thank
you in advance for your SU~':: 'x~

Sincer~ly,

fr'l:}.1 )
::,-'t:t;~.~/ ,.. '.l,r"===-:"i\,

Kelli1eth l\Iallory
Tribal Chairman

cc. Chairlady NomE::
Western Wireles: '~-:l0ra,?c::

Charles W Blacl:-"~'

Commissioner Ti-::.;~,

Commissioner Ne5~;

Commissioner Po,,,,·z:lj
Commissioner Furt;l:~Ott-Ro,h
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P.O. Box 288
Niobrora, NE 68760
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402 857-339 T
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May 25,2000

Wi Iliam E, Kennard, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 fh Street, S.W,
Wasington, DC 20554

Re: Petition for Deslgnation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provld(~ Universal Sei'yice to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-18,P.

Dear Chaimlan Kennard:

The Ponco Tribe of Nebr;Jska supports tk~ sovereign request of the Crow Tribe to have
the FCC grant the Western \Virekss p-:;tttion for ETC status on the Crow Reservation.
For over tlva years the Federal Communications Commission has focused on the
extraordinary need of telecommunicatio11:' service on American Indian resen'ations, All
residents of Indian reset\?:tior?s must ha\e access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications senices. We hope that your efforts in this regard will translate into
reservations having equal ;,ccess to tlle iclecorrunl1nications services necessary to bring
about solid economic and social prospelity for Indi&J1 people,

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation
of competition carriers, 1ik;;: \'\/estem \Vireless, as an Eligible Telecomm1.mications
Carrier (ETC) and rnabng federal UJ,'1.ivZ:Tsal s~rv'ice ftmding available to competitive
carriers serving other res'~i--::.tions as we]] as the Crow,

\Ve request positive 8:1C::::;peditiolb ?c:ion by G12 FCC on the petmen of Western
Wireless, submitted to ,he ~CC on "\U.?'lst 4, 1999. in which \Vcstern Wireless seeks
ETC status to provide S·:f". ice to erov,' i1 ibal rese;--, Rtlon lands within the context of the
universal service subsiciy prograrn. It IS O,U' understanding that Western Wireless has the
full support of the ero'>,'.' Nation; Westem Wireless stands ready to build the necessary
infrastructure to prov:dc basic and i',dvanced telecommunications services on the



so should be commended. We strongly believe that competitive services should be available to
all consumers, not just those who reside in urban areas or in areas served by U S West
Communications. After all, we have seen that competition spurs economic development and
results in the availability ofbasic and advanced telecommunications for all consumers.
We believe that, through pro-competitive policies, North Dakota can become a model for
telecommunications prosperity. We continue to push for strong solid economic development in
rural areas ofNorth Dakota inclUding our reservation. Our state on behalfof all the people it
serves including the citizens of the Turtle Mountain Band ofChippewa Indians must not put up
barriers to keep new technology from competing fairly with existing telephone companies. We
should not send a message to the nation's business community which discoUIages investment in
North Dakota based on concerns of existing telephone companies. The first step in this direction
Wireless, to enter rural markets as a competitive ETC.

I hope you share our desire to establish a competitive environment for telecommunications
services for all North Dakotans which we believe wi111ead to the availability ofnew services,
lower prices~ increased quality ofservice, and greater economic prosperity.

Respectfully,

Ri
/&JI-LaF~~-b'

CUlIlu.. rom Olse
Tribal Chairman

TQTHL P.03
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